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NOISE CONTROL ENGINEERING ACOUSTIC DESIGN SUBCONTRACTOR 
TO HALTER MARINE ON FRV-40 

 
NOAA’s FRV-40 Profile. 

 
(Billerica, Mass), The engineering consulting firm, Noise Control Engineering has just received a subcontract from Friede-

Goldman Halter for the engineering and acoustical design services on NOAA’s new Fisheries Research Vessel, the FRV-40.  The 
ship will be designed to quietly perform fish stock assessment studies in the open ocean.  According to Mr. William Michaels, 
NOAA Fisheries Biologist at the National Marine Fisheries Service in Woods Hole, Massachusetts, "The new FRV-40 design will 
significantly lower radiated vessel noise reducing the effect that noise may be producing on fish behavior around our sampling 
operations." 

 
When completed the FRV-40 will be one of the most sophisticated and quietest vessels of its type.  Noise Control 

Engineering or NCE will be a key participant in the detail design of the vessel along with Halter Marine’s Engineering office in 
Gulfport, Mississippi.  NCE will be preparing numerous acoustic design studies and analysis.  The firm is responsible for noise 
control treatment recommendations and their design.  During construction, NCE will be performing construction inspections and 
eventually test the vessel to show it meets the requirements for underwater sound. 

 

NCE receives this contract just as it was celebrating its 10th anniversary in business.  The firm was started and is 
owned by Raymond Fischer who has authored numerous papers and standards on the acoustic design of ships.  This is not 
the first collaboration between NCE and Halter Marine.  NCE assisted Halter with other noise critical vessels including the 
AGOR-24 Class Oceanographic Research Vessels, the Alaska Marine Highway Ferry, M/V KENNICOT, and recently the 
U.S. Navy’s T-AGOS-23 Oceanographic Research Vessel.  Halters project manger, Mr. Jim Dixon stated that, “The 
success of the project will be measured by Halter Marine's ability to build a fishing research vessel that will meet or exceed 
the underwater radiated noise standards set forth by the International Council for the Exploration of the Sea (ICES).  As 
such, NCE was chosen to provide noise control engineering expertise during the design and construction phases because of 
their "value added" abilities, that they can bring to the NOAA program”. 
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