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State faults Falmouth wind turbine study

By
agouveia@caPecodonl ine com
February 16,2011 2:00 AM

FALMOUTH -  ln  September.  a town-commissioned noise study repor ted the 1 65-megawatt  turb ine of f  B lacksmith

Shop Road drd not  exceed state noise l imi ts

But  that  c la im is  now in d ispute.  according to a Jan 24 le t ter  f rom the state Department  of  Fnvi ronmental

Protect ion.

The noise study.  conducted by Harr is  Mi l ler  Mi l ler  & Hanson Inc fa i led to proper ly  present  the sound data

col lected near Wind I  last  summer rn a way that  a l lowed state of f ic ia ls  to determine whether  the turbtne is  too loud

accordtng to the le t ter

, ,our  in i t ra l  rev iew indicates that  the Falmouth wind Turbine Noise Study does not  present  and aggregate the

resul ts  ln  a manner that  would a l low MassDEP to draw a conclus ion regarding compl tance wrth the MassDEP

Noise Pol icy."  wr i tes Laurel  Car lson,  act ing deputy regional  d i rector  for  the DEP

Sound data should have been broken down into one-hour average penods as opposed to three-hour averages,  and

pure tone data should have been provided in decibels .  not  s tat ts t ica l  form, Car lson said

Representat ives f rom the consul t ing company d id not  return a phone message seeKlng comment

Heather  Harper ,  Falmouth 's  act ing town manager,  sa id she is  revrewing the mat ter  wi th the company and hopes to

resubmit  the data in  approximately  a week so DEP can make a ru l ing

But  tor  dozens of  res idents who c larm the turbrne negat ive ly  impacts thei r  heal th.  the DEP let ter  is  fur ther  proof

town of f ic ia ls  rushed the erect ion of  the turb ine wi thout  due d i l igence

"We've become the poster  chr ld for  how not  to  do th is  process,"  sard Todd Drummey,  who l ives near the turb ine.

Drummey and other  resrdents are upset  because town of f ic ia ls  were to ld about  the f laws in the study months ago

bu t  d td  no th ing

Af ter  the town's consul tant  s tudy came out  rn September,  neighbors drrected thei r  own consul tants.  Noise Contro l

Engineerrng Inc.  to  revrew i t  Noise Contro l  Engineenng last  month pointed out  the same f laws tn the study as the

DEP drd but  the town took no act ion

"The town said the (HMMH) study gave them a c lean br l l  o f  heal th but  i t  doesn' t , '  sa id Chr is topher Senie,  the

lawyer represent ing more than a dozen Falmouth res idents who l ive near the turb ine

Mul t rp le neighbors are a lso t roubled that  Falmouth of f rc ia ls  received the DEP let ter  on Jan 24 but  dtd not  make i t

publ ic  for  near ly  three weeks.

Meanwhi le,  the Falmouth Zoning Board of  Appeals has been involved in a content ious hear ing regarding the

turb ine and the decis ion by Bui ldrng Commissioner  Eladio Gore not  to  requi re a specia l  permi t  {or  Wind l .

A f rnal  vote is  expected at  Thursday 's  board of  appeals meet ing,  but  the hear ing was of f ic ia l ly  c losed iast  week and

no new informat ion can be considered.  Senie said

The delay In nottfytng resicients and their attorneys about the DEP letter was unintenttonal, Harper said Tuesday

She said she didn't receive rt unti l  Thursday because it  was e-mailed to former Town ManagerRobert Whrttenours
aooress

The let terwas addressed to David Carignan, Falmouth health agent who drd not return a phone message seekrng
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comment Tuesday.

" l  can ' t  explatn why i t  wasn' t  foruvarded io me by other  s ta i f  "  Harper  said " l  had been away for  several  days.
Perhaps i t  was a misunderstanding of  whether  I  was around or  not . "

But  that  isn ' t  s i t t ing wel l  wi th res idenis who have a l ready compla ined about  a lack of  communicatron regarding the
tu rb ine

" l  am extremely d is turbed by the fact  that  the town drd not  share th is  le t terwi th the abut ters,  at torneys for  the
abut ters.  or  the abut ter 's  noise consul tant , "  Drummey wrote in  an e-mai i  to  town of f ic ia ls  Tuesday "As the le t ter  is
dated three weeks ago,  I  can only assume that  the town did not  in tend to re lease th is  in format ion "

Malcolm Donald.  another  nerghbor,  sa id he rs  "s ickened'  by the lack of  consrderat ion shown io the resrdents who
l i ve  nea r  Wrnd  I

Many homeowners say they are consider ing sel l ing thei r  houses due to s t ress caused bv the turb ine An ident ica l
turbrne on the same lot  wi l l  l ike ly  be operat ional  in  the next  few months

"Our independent  sound engineers made comments on the town study and where the weaknesses were but  the
town doesn' t  care "  Donald said "This is  having an adverse heal th impact  on people 's  l ives "

But  Harper  c i ted a p lethora of  co l laborat ion between the town and Nojse Contro l  Engineer ing dur ing the sound
study and said town of f ic ia ls  have a lways been "concerned" about  the neighbors '  compla ints

Al though there wi l l  be some minor  modi f icat ions as to how the second turb ine operates.  Harper  does not  ant ic ipate
any delays in  get t ing i t  on l ine.

"The contract  is  underway forWrnd l l  and we' re moving forward."  she said
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